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Love is patient; love is kind, love is not envious or boastful or arrogam rude. Love does not insist on its own way; love is not

irritable or resentful;6love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the trutfiLove bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all thingss Love never ends... Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest
of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13 (selected verses)

These words from the apostle Paul are perhaps the In his hymn of love, Paul writes a great deal about
most beautiful words ever written. We tend to associate what love is not: not envious, not boastful, not arrogant,
this poem of love with weddingservous brides and not rude, not irritable, not resentful, not-setftred. If
bashful grooms promising to love one another for the reste think back on church conflietse it the Corinthian
of their lives. In my case, | associate this passage of ~ congregation or ouéso much of the hurt experienced is
scripture with my fat her 06laseflonméaekgfllovesmnaiecve exhibit the negative | t
of the love my dad showed throughout his life. characteristics Paul explicitly states are not part of living

What is really interesting is that Paul wrote theseo ut Godds gi ft of I ove.
words to a church that was deeply divided and in very real Conflict is a fact of life and it is very much a part
danger of collapsing under the weight of its conflicts. In @feevery congregation. Conflicts arise whenever there are
chapter before this eloquent statement about the nature pgople coming together with different visions and
love, Paul reminds the Corinthians that they are meant télifferent understandings of what it means to live out our
use the many different gifts with which they have been calling as people of faith. Conflict in and of itself is not
blessed for the building up of the Body of CHitiist unhealthy. Conflict can lead to growth and better
church. It would appear that the Corinthian congregatiorunderstandings of our sense of purpose. Conflict become
was being divided by ego, with people thinking that their destructive when the people involved lack love, exhibiting
gifts and their activities were the most important, the moghe unhealthy behaviours of rudeness, arrogance,
faithful. Paul turns this thinking on its head by remindingirritability, selfc e nt r ednes s é
the Corinthians that while they might be individuals with There is such great potential in our congregation.
different gifts, these gifts are gifts given by the Spirit to b¥Ve have many committed volunteers. We have
used not for their gl ory, wanderulyfgitied pegaied \Weshave gxcetientiprogiaims. g
Body of Christ. To help the Corinthians understand that And we have at our heart a community of care. | pray tha
is not healthy for the well being of the Body of Christ to as we come together again, we will not let our differences
have competitions about which gift is greater or who is divide us but rather strengthen us. | pray that we will
most important, or which role/activity is the best, Paul saggbody the love of God of which Paul speaks. | pray that
0l will show you a still e wikbetheawaywithwhich wewealywgh ouriganficts,r
treatise on love. love that is patient, kind, and rejoicing in the truth.

As we undertake another church year of progra
and activities, | pray that we will remember these words The choice is ours.

advice from Paul. Better yet, not just remember them, | May God help us chook®VE.
embody them because we ar

to one another. -J u ||a.
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I am pleased to announce that we now are A
in possession of the engraved silver trowel
used in the laying of the cornerstone of this Tr owi
building. An account of the occasion Jour ney
appeared in the Age Dispatch of the day.
When the

cornerstone off
Strathroy Methodist Church (now Strathroy United Church
placed on Dominion Day, July 1, 1879 by Rev. John Ké¢
Williston, a silver engraved trowel was used. This trowe
then presented to Rev. Williston on behalf of the Church. |
a joyous day, with a large number of people celebratir
event. They were also celebrating the opening of the new

pavement on Front Street. Early in the morning the various

church bells and the booming of anvils awoke the citizeng
store fronts were decorated with evergreens and flags
festive appearance. By 10
had come in from the surrounding area to witness and tak
in the dayds proceedings.
with music as it marched down Front Street to the Albion K
at Thomas Street. A large crowd had gathered there to h
E. Ketchum give his address and declare the new
pavement open for public use. The band then marched
Firemeno6s Hall, where the
escorted the band to the corner of Maria and Front Streef
site of the new Methodist Church. They acted as guard of
for the laying of the cornerstone. The mayor, William Ré
presided. Rev. Williston was assisted by seven minister
neighbouring villages in the. In the cavity of the stone a gl
was placed with newspapers of the day, old and recent
and a manuscript with the names of town dignitaries and ¢
officials. It being noon, the ladies had prepared a bour

repast in the old Methodist Church on North Street. Dinnel wag

also served in Eakins Furniture wareroom on Front Street.

The silver trowel stayed in the Williston family for
generations, always through the daughters. Rev. Jo

Williston passed it to his daughter Anna, who married Rev} J

Neel ands. The Neel andsod6 da
Their daughter, Anna Williston Ivor, married Howard C
Downham. The trowel event u
son George Downham. Wh e n

When Mr. Buesink did not contact the Museum again
talked to him, and arrangements were made for o
CHArdh to become the owner of this historic item
Poagds Jewellers repaire
made a lovely box to keep the trowel safe and Elear
Marshall padded the box interior attractively. Mr. Bue
sink has consented to officially present the trowel at
WaBiture Sunday service.

2l0ggh our 1879 trowel has finally returned home!
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Strathroy United Church
Roast Beef Dinner

‘ WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2011
"foTth ADULTS- $15.00
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On behalf of the Organist/Choir
Director Search committee | am
excited to announce our
successful candidate, Pedro
Quintana. Pedro was bornin
teous Havana Cuba and has been in
anada for the past 11 years. Pedro has been the
organist/choir director at Forest United Church since
2007. Pedro lives in Grand Bend and has a music
Sixteaching studio in the community. Pedro is an
N %complished pianist, organist and has experience in
composition and arranging music for piano, voice and
O her formats. Pedro will begin working at Strathroy
U guitedchurch cdfdmbnbidg Bctbber 150 awe lodk € d
LeCilforward to Pedro’s gift of music that he will share with
a lodrghurcbcammaunitt 0 Anna and How

Georgeds house, i ncluding

f

furniture, was sold 2 years ago to George Buesink, he found tl§|

%ecial thanks to committee members Bruce Lambert,
Jeryl-Anne Churchill, Campbell Brown, Paula Gysbers,

trowel in the piano bench. The silver was blackened and thF%uILangford Dawn Moyer and Tyler Kennedy for
handle was broken off, but the engraving was still quite readabjgeir time and commitment in choosing our
George contacted Crystal Loyst at the local Museum. As part @indidate.

a committee that looks over incoming items, | learned that the

trowel was a possible acquisition for the Museum.

Wendy Prangley
Chair — Search Committee — Organist/Choir Director



Yesterday | waded in the surf on the beach at Port Stanley, the s
glinting on the water, the gulls leaving tracks on the sand. A seas
on the cusp of change.

God who fills the earth with beauty,
God who binds each friend to friend,
God who nhames-wreators,
God who wills that chaos end:
grant us now creative spirits,
minds responsive to your mind,
hearts and wills your rule extending,

We, too, at Strathroy United, are in the midst of change. We we
fortunate to have Rev. Michelle to guide us with humour and insigl
through the winter and spring. We give thanks that a healthy ar
smiling Rev. Julia has returned to continue her interim ministry wit

all our acts by Love refined. us. We bade farewell to our beloved organist, Edith Hanselman,
she anticipates the joys of retirement. We welcome Pedro Quinta
Walter Farquharson as our new organist and look forward to his enthusiasm as he sha

his musical talents with us.

What do you treasure most about Strathroy United Churc
What would you like to ch~n~~?

I tis a time of transition. Our Transition Team
will soon resume its important task of helping us

define who we are and what we hope our future How will you share those tt
to be. The hymn above reminds us that we are co What will you do about th
<creators in Godds worl d. How can you help?

Weare blessed to live in a place filled with beautyt us apply our combined creative spirits to our church, keepin
The summer flowers are still bravely bloominge last line of the hymn always in mind.

their colours soon to be replaced by those of the
blazing maple leaves. Joan Gentlemar,

Chair of Council

PROPERTY COMMITTEE - SOLAR PANEL UPDATE

Whoever said that good things take time must have known a lot [V Yo 1T TeR'LoT ¢S 1] o ST a4 {1
about construction delays. | being one did not anticipate such a late

installation as October 2011. The reasons have been only a few. The Oct. 2 — World Wide Communion
first was the rush last spring in the solar industry to get everyone '
installed who was scheduled before us.

Sunday

Oct. 9 - Thanksgiving Sunday

By summer our number came up and Discovery Geo Energy Inc. began the
paperwork for our building permit. It was also discovered then that our 132§ Oct. 16 — World Food Sunday _
year-old roof structure would not match up to the fixed or permanent Kare for Kids

hardware brackets on the railing structure used to mount our solar panels
to the roof. The brackets on this rail system are manufactured to be
installed on roofs which comply with the current building code. The
spacing of the beams in our building were probably determined by the X
varying hand-widths of the builders. In the last few weeks, the engineer Music Group

from DGE had to reconfirm with the hardware manufacturer what options Luncheon after Service
were available so he could complete his report and officially give his
approval to the structural integrity of this project.

Guest Speaker -
Rev. Pam Tolmay
Guest Musicians — African

Nov. 6 - Remembrance Sunday

Nov. 27 - First Sunday of Advent

Since this update was completed, we have been told that the engineer is . .
P P g with Holy Communion

happy now and hopefully our municipal building department will be too.
DGE has confirmed on the 14" of September that they expect all products
to be at their shop in two weeks and to be on the site and the work done in
the month of October.
Submitted by Tom Mcintosh on behalf of lan Carter,

Chair of Property




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Play & Pray will begin September 26%". Each Monday morning from 10:00-
11:30am, Play and Pray is available for babies and children up to 6 years old. v
Activities, stories and snack are provided, giving caregivers a time to visit. If @
you are interested in helping organize crafts and snacks, please speak to

Nancy Larocque at 519-245-1304.

group should contact Nancy Larocque at 519-245-1304 or Marlene Dorrestyn

at 519-245-2335

Youth Supper Club (Grade 4-8) - Anyone interested in participating in this ; ‘N0 o
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Senior Youth Group (Grade 9 and up) -This group is in the process of starting
up. Contact Tina Zimmermann at 519-245-0304 if you know someone who would like to join.

Baby Nursery — Babies and toddlers are welcome. A safe, fun spot for babies and toddlers up to age 2. We are
always looking for more volunteers to staff the baby nursery each Sunday during worship service. If you are
interested in helping out, please contact Marlene at 519-245-2335.

Candlelighters — Sunday School children can serve our church by assisting with lighting the Christ Candle at
10:00am. The Sign-up sheet is in the Golden Jubilee Room.

Advent Party — Nov 27" - Join us after church as we celebrate Advent. Look for details in the Bulletin or

Sunday School Newsletters.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Curriculum - This year will take us back to the Beginning. The first unit is all about The Story of Creation
(Genesis 1, 2:1-4) and will be taught during September and October.

Sunday School Breakfast — Sunday, October 9™ (10:20-11:00 am) in the Golden Jubilee Room
Challenge: Can we collect 40 or more boxes of breakfast cereal to be donated to
a local charity? What a great way to show how thankful we are for
all that we have to eat and to share with others!

VBS REPORT FOR ANGEL LINE SEPT. 2011
SONSURF BEACH BASH VBS 2011

OEverybody Let's Go” and away we did. We were off to
the SunSurf Beach Bash VBS from July 25 - 29, 2011.
We had 51 children registered plus a waiting list. What
a great way to start.

Our theme verse this year was “ | am the way, the truth
and the life; no one comes to the Father except
through me.” John 14:6 We learned who Jesus was,
why we can trust in him, how Jesus can help us and
what Jesus want us to do for him.

The children would rotate daily through Assembly at
SonSurf Beach, Bonfire Beach (Bible stories), Surf Shop

(Crafts), Seaside Dunes (Games) and Big D’s Diner
(Snacks). We met Big D, Taylor, T.J. and Hector the
Protector during each morning’s live skit. Thank-you to
our actors who did an amazing job. Well done.

We had our theme days like Hat Day, Blue Day, Wacky
Hair Day and of course what beach would be without a
Water Day. Awesome dudes!

We got to fill a toilet bowl with change for our
Mission Project “Kare for Kids” and raised $170.00.
Way to go everyone! That's enough for 2 toilets for
the day care centre in Benoni, S. Africa.

We ended on Friday morning by inviting our
Parents, Grandparents, Friends, Congregation etc...
to a closing program where we gave a short view of
what we learned and did during VBS complete with
music. Of course we all had a treat after too!

We had 33 amazing helpers from Painters to Actors,
Lifeguards, Beach Patrol, Greeters,etc... Thank-you
all for your amazing help. You are what makes this
program incredible. When you see all the smiling
faces it makes it all worth while. After all it is part of
our Christian calling to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ. A big thank-you to each of you.

Yours in Christ,
Tina Zimmermann
/Jackie Corriveau
VBS Co-Directors




OUTREACH COMMITTEE

This summer, Don Langford and his granddaughter Nikki, made a return trip to Mizak, Haiti. You can read about
the help, friendship they extended to the people they met and worked with last summer in another article in the
Angel Line. Our Outreach committee feels truly blessed and proud to have Don as a member of Strathroy United
as he is always so generous and ready to help others.

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes

Jim Mussell has been looking for “A few Good Men” to join the Strathroy United Church Team fund-raiser for the
Women'’s Rural Resource Centre. By the time you read this, the walk may be over—it takes place at 1:30 p.m. on
Sunday, September 25™. Good luck Jim and your Strathroy United Church team members. We are proud of all of
you as you “Walk the Walk”.

Kare for Kids

What an amazing success our Lenten Outreach project turned
our to be!! During the months of March, April and May, our
congregation donated a total of $6,273.25 to help build a new
Day Care Centre in Benoni, South Africa. Thank you to our
Vacation Bible School for raising an additional $170 to this
project —it was enough to purchase 2 toilets for the Day Care
Centre.

This is a project of Middlesex Presbytery to build a new larger
space for 173 children who have been affected by AIDS. These
little ones are so deserving of a comfortable indoor space—
with hand-washing and toilet facilities-and room to actually
move about! To date, the congregations within our Presbytery
have raised a total of $42,000 towards the $120,000 needed.

Outreach Sunday - October 16"
Outreach is working with Rev. Julia and the Worship and Music Committee to plan a very special worship service

and luncheon on October 16™. Rev. Pam Tolmay, Chairperson of the Middlesex Presbytery Division of World
Outreach, will be our guest minister and we are truly excited to have an African Ladies Choir and drummer to
provide special music for worship.

Following the service, we invite everyone to join us for Thanksgiving Luncheon in the Golden Jubilee Room. A free
will offering will be accepted for “Kare for Kids”.

erat5TN[ 5 FROSTY FROLIC
1‘1% ‘Pl N . .
aly FR‘:"L\G - Our Annual Frosty Frolic Bazaar is fast approaching.
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o | Thedate is Saturday, November 26 - so mark your calendars.

s o]

Donations of knitting, sewing, handicrafts, home-made baking, candy and preserves would be
most welcome. And of course, there will be our famous Tea Room — where you can enjoy a

delicious lunch and/or dessert! Watch the bulletin in the coming weeks for further details

Submitted by Nancy Larocque, Chair of the Outreach Committee



WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE
Warmest greetings to all of you from your Worship & Music Committee. Summer has just
flown by.

A big thank-you to Linda Pace who led our Music Program to the end of June. We have
enjoyed your gift of Music.

Many thanks to all who helped organize our Church Picnic in Alexandra Park on June 26.

Thank-you to the Folk Group for great music. We participated in Singing, Dancing, Games,

Fellowship and eating a great potluck lunch. See you next June in the park.

Many thanks to our Supply Organist Dr. Donald Cook for his gift of music during July and August. Also thank-
you to our Lay Worship Leaders, John Wilkie and Deborah Hiley for filling in during Rev. Julia’s holidays.

We welcome back Linda Pace who will continue to lead us during worship through Thanksgiving Sunday. If you




