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These words from the apostle Paul are perhaps the 

most beautiful words ever written.  We tend to associate 

this poem of love with weddings - nervous brides and 

bashful grooms promising to love one another for the rest 

of their lives.  In my case, I associate this passage of 

scripture with my fatherõs funeral since I chose it to speak 

of the love my dad showed throughout his life.   

What is really interesting is that Paul wrote these 

words to a church that was deeply divided and in very real 

danger of collapsing under the weight of its conflicts.  In the 

chapter before this eloquent statement about the nature of 

love, Paul reminds the Corinthians that they are meant to 

use the many different gifts with which they have been 

blessed for the building up of the Body of Christ ðthe 

church.  It would appear that the Corinthian congregation 

was being divided by ego, with people thinking that their 

gifts and their activities were the most important, the most 

faithful.  Paul turns this thinking on its head by reminding 

the Corinthians that while they might be individuals with 

different gifts, these gifts are gifts given by the Spirit to be 

used not for their glory, but for Godõs by building up the 

Body of Christ.  To help the Corinthians understand that it 

is not healthy for the well being of the Body of Christ to 

have competitions about which gift is greater or who is  

most important, or which role/activity is the best, Paul says 

òI will show you a still more excellent wayó  beginning his 

treatise on love. 

As we undertake another church year of programs 

and activities, I pray that we will remember these words of 

advice from Paul.  Better yet, not just remember them, but 

embody them because we are called to incarnate Godõs love 

to one another.   
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Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; love is not 

irritable or resentful; 6love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends... Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest  

of these is love.   1 Corinthians 13 (selected verses) 
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In his hymn of love, Paul writes a great deal about 

what love is not: not envious, not boastful, not arrogant, 

not rude, not irritable, not resentful, not self-centred.  If 

we think back on church conflicts - be it the Corinthian 

congregation or ours ð so much of the hurt experienced is 

based on a lack of love where we exhibit the negative 

characteristics Paul explicitly states are not part of living 

out Godõs gift of love.  

 Conflict is a fact of life and it is very much a part 

of every congregation.  Conflicts arise whenever there are 

people coming together with different visions and 

different understandings of what it means to live out our 

calling as people of faith.  Conflict in and of itself is not 

unhealthy.  Conflict can lead to growth and better 

understandings of our sense of purpose.  Conflict becomes 

destructive when the people involved lack love, exhibiting 

the unhealthy behaviours of rudeness, arrogance, 

irritability, self-centrednessé       

There is such great potential in our congregation.  

We have many committed volunteers.  We have 

wonderfully gifted people.  We have excellent programs.  

And we have at our heart a community of care.  I pray that 

as we come together again, we will not let our differences 

divide us but rather strengthen us.  I pray that we will 

embody the love of God of which Paul speaks.  I pray that 

love will be the way with which we deal with our conflicts, 

love that is patient, kind, and rejoicing in the truth. 

The choice is ours.   

May God help us choose LOVE. 

Julia 



 

A 
Trowelõs 
Journey 

 

When the 

cornerstone of 

Strathroy Methodist Church (now Strathroy United Church) was 

placed on Dominion Day, July 1, 1879 by Rev. John Kellogg 

Williston, a silver engraved trowel was used. This trowel was 

then presented to Rev. Williston on behalf of the Church. It was 

a joyous day, with a large number of people celebrating the 

event.  They were also celebrating the opening of the new block 

pavement on Front Street. Early in the morning the various 

church bells and the booming of anvils awoke the citizens. The 

store fronts were decorated with evergreens and flags for a 

festive appearance. By 10 oõclock in the morning many people 

had come in from the surrounding area to witness and take part 

in the dayõs proceedings. The town band delighted the crowd 

with music as it marched down Front Street to the Albion Hotel 

at Thomas Street. A large crowd had gathered there to hear H. 

E. Ketchum give his address and declare the new block 

pavement open for public use. The band then marched to the 

Firemenõs Hall, where the firemen formed in procession and 

escorted the band to the corner of Maria and Front Streets, the 

site of the new Methodist Church. They acted as guard of honor 

for the laying of the cornerstone. The mayor, William Rapley, 

presided. Rev. Williston was assisted by seven ministers from 

neighbouring villages in the. In the cavity of the stone a glass jar 

was placed with newspapers of the day, old and recent coins, 

and a manuscript with the names of town dignitaries and church 

officials. It being noon, the ladies had prepared a bounteous 

repast in the old Methodist Church on North Street. Dinner was 

also served in Eakins Furniture wareroom on Front Street. 

 
The silver trowel stayed in the Williston family for six 

generations, always through the daughters. Rev. John K. 

Williston passed it to his daughter Anna, who married Rev. John 

Neelands. The Neelandsõ daughter, Mildred, married Frank Ivor. 

Their daughter, Anna Williston Ivor, married Howard Cecil 

Downham. The trowel eventually came to Anna and Howardõs 

son, George Downham. When Georgeõs house, including some 

furniture, was sold 2 years ago to George Buesink, he found the 

trowel in the piano bench. The silver was blackened and the 

handle was broken off, but the engraving was still quite readable. 

George contacted Crystal Loyst at the local Museum. As part of 

a committee that looks over incoming items, I learned that the 

trowel was a possible acquisition for the Museum.  
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Roast Beef  Dinner 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2011 

ADULTS - $15.00 

CHILDREN 5-12 - $5.00 

UNDER 5 ð FREE 

ADVANCED TICKET SALES ONLY  

Contact: John Rowe 245-2698 

Church Office        245-0276 

Doris Robotham    245-1037  

 

When Mr. Buesink did not contact the Museum again I 

talked to him, and arrangements were made for our 

Church to become the owner of this historic item. 

Poagõs Jewellers repaired the trowel; Dr. Allan Marshall 

made a lovely box to keep the trowel safe and Eleanor 

Marshall padded the box interior attractively. Mr. Bue-

sink has consented to officially present the trowel at a 

future Sunday service. 

So our 1879 trowel has finally returned home! 

Anne Pelkman 



Yesterday I waded in the surf on the beach at Port Stanley, the sun 

glinting on the water, the gulls leaving tracks on the sand. A season 

on the cusp of change. 

 

We, too, at Strathroy United, are in the midst of change. We were 

fortunate to have Rev. Michelle to guide us with humour and insight 

through the winter and spring. We give thanks that a healthy and 

smiling Rev. Julia has returned to continue her interim ministry with 

us. We bade farewell to our beloved organist, Edith Hanselman, as 

she anticipates the joys of retirement. We welcome Pedro Quintana 

as our new organist and look forward to his enthusiasm as he shares 

his musical talents with us. 

God who fills the earth with beauty, 

God who binds each friend to friend, 

God who names us co-creators, 

God who wills that chaos end: 

grant us now creative spirits, 

minds responsive to your mind, 

hearts and wills your rule extending, 

all our acts by Love refined. 

 

Walter Farquharson 

 

I t is a time of transition. Our Transition Team 

will soon resume its important task of helping us 

define who we are and what we hope our future 

to be. The hymn above reminds us that we are co

-creators in Godõs world. 

 

We are blessed to live in a place filled with beauty. 

The summer flowers are still bravely blooming, 

their colours soon to be replaced by those of the 

blazing maple leaves.  

What do you treasure most about Strathroy United Church? 

What would you like to change? 

How will you share those thoughts?  

What will you do about them? 

 How can you help? 

Let us apply our combined creative spirits to our church, keeping 

the last line of the hymn always in mind. 
 
Joan Gentleman, 

Chair of Council 
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This is truly a show to be enjoyed.  


